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from colleges and universities in the 
State; and 

(iv) The director of the State agency 
responsible for extension services in 
the State. 

(3) Qualifications of panel members ap-
pointed by the Governor. Each individual 
appointed to the panel by the Governor 
will be specially qualified to serve on 
the panel by virtue of the individual’s 
technical expertise in business and 
community development. 

(4) Notification of selection. Each 
statewide organization that selects an 
individual to represent the organiza-
tion on the panel must notify the Gov-
ernor of the selection. 

(5) Appointment of members representa-
tive of statewide organization in certain 
cases. (i) If there is no statewide asso-
ciation or organization of the entities 
described in paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section, the Governor of the State will 
appoint an individual to fill the posi-
tion or positions, as the case may be, 
from among nominations submitted by 
local groups of such entities. 

(ii) If a State has more than one of 
any of the statewide associations or or-
ganizations of the entities described in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the 
Governor will select one of the like or-
ganizations to name a member to serve 
during no more than one established 
time period. Thereafter, the Governor 
will rotate selection from among the 
remaining like organizations to name a 
member. 

(d) Failure to appoint panel members. 
The failure of the Governor, a Federal 
agency, or an association or organiza-
tion described in paragraph (c) of this 
section, to appoint a member to the 
panel as required under this subpart, 
shall not prevent a State from being 
determined an eligible State. 

(e) Panel vacancies. A vacancy on the 
panel will be filled in the manner in 
which the original appointment was 
made. Vacancies should be filled prior 
to the third panel meeting held after 
the vacany occurred. The State coordi-
nator will notify the State Director, in 
writing, when the vacancy is filled or if 
the vacancy will not be filled. 

(f) Chairperson and vice chairperson. 
The panel will select two members of 
the panel who are not officers or em-
ployees of the United States to serve as 

the chairperson and vice chairperson of 
the panel. The term shall be for 1 year. 

(g) Compensation to panel members—(1) 
Federal members. Except as provided in 
§ 1940.960 of this subpart, each member 
of the panel who is an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government may 
not receive any compensation or bene-
fits by reason of service on the panel, 
in addition to that which is received 
for performance of such officer or em-
ployee’s regular employment. 

(2) NonFederal members. Each non-
federal member may be compensated 
by the State and/or from grant funds 
established in § 1940.968 of this subpart. 

(h) Rules governing panel meetings—(1) 
Quorum. A majority of voting members 
of the panel will constitute a quorum 
for the purpose of conducting business 
of the panel. 

(2) Frequency of meetings. The panel 
will meet not less frequently than 
quarterly. Frequency of meetings 
should be often enough to assure that 
applications are reviewed and ranked 
for funding in a timely manner. 

(3) First meeting. The State coordi-
nator will schedule the first panel 
meeting and will notify all panel mem-
bers of the location, date, and time at 
least seven days prior to the meeting. 
Subsequent meetings will be scheduled 
by vote of the panel. 

(4) Records of meetings. The panel will 
keep records of the minutes of the 
meetings, deliberations, and evalua-
tions of the panel in sufficient detail to 
enable the panel to provide interested 
agencies or persons the reasons for its 
actions. 

(i) Federal Advisory Committee Act. 
The Federal Advisory Committee Act 
shall not apply to any State rural eco-
nomic development review panel. 

(j) Liability of members. The members 
of a State rural economic development 
review panel shall not be liable to any 
person with respect to any determina-
tion made by the panel. 

§ 1940.957 State coordinator. 
The Governor will appoint an officer 

or employee of State government as 
State coordinator in order for a State 
to become and remain an eligible State 
under this subpart. The State coordi-
nator will have the following duties 
and responsibilities: 
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(a) Manage, operate, and carry out 
the instructions of the panel; 

(b) Serve as liaison between the panel 
and the Federal and State agencies in-
volved in rural development; 

(c) Coordinate the efforts of inter-
ested rural residents with the panel 
and ensure that all rural residents in 
the State are informed about the man-
ner in which assistance under des-
ignated rural development programs is 
provided to the State pursuant to this 
subpart, and if requested, provide infor-
mation to State residents; and 

(d) Coordinate panel activities with 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354. 

§ 1940.958 Designated agency. 

The Governor will appoint a State 
agency to provide the panel and the 
State coordinator with support for the 
daily operation of the panel. In addi-
tion to providing support, the des-
ignated agency is responsible for iden-
tifying: 

(a) Alternative sources of financial 
assistance for project preapplications/ 
applications reviewed and ranked by 
the panel, and 

(b) Related activities within the 
State. 

§ 1940.959 Area plan. 

Each area plan submitted to the 
panel for review in accordance with 
§ 1940.956 of this subpart shall identify 
the geographic boundaries of the area 
and shall include the following infor-
mation: 

(a) An overall development plan for 
the area with goals, including business 
development and infrastructure devel-
opment goals, and time lines based on 
a realistic assessment of the area, in-
cluding, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The number and types of busi-
nesses in the area that are growing or 
declining; 

(2) A list of the types of businesses 
that the area could potentially sup-
port; 

(3) The outstanding need for water 
and waste disposal and other public 
services or facilities in the area; 

(4) The realistic possibilities for in-
dustrial recruitment in the area; 

(5) The potential for development of 
tourism in the area; 

(6) The potential to generate employ-
ment in the area through creation of 
small businesses and the expansion of 
existing businesses; and 

(7) The potential to produce value- 
added agricultural products in the 
area. 

(b) An inventory and assessment of 
the human resources of the area, in-
cluding, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A current list of organizations in 
the area and their special interests; 

(2) The current level of participation 
of area residents in rural development 
activities and the level of participation 
required for successful implementation 
of the plan; 

(3) The availability of general and 
specialized job training in the area and 
the extent to which the training needs 
of the area are not being met; 

(4) A list of area residents with spe-
cial skills which could be useful in de-
veloping and implementing the plan; 
and 

(5) An analysis of the human needs of 
the area, the resources in the area 
available to meet those needs, and the 
manner in which the plan, if imple-
mented, would increase the resources 
available to meet those needs. 

(c) The current degree of intergovern-
mental cooperation in the area and the 
degree of such cooperation needed for 
the successful implementation of the 
plan. 

(d) The ability and willingness of 
governments and citizens in the area to 
become involved in developing and im-
plementing the plan. 

(e) A description of how the govern-
ments in the area apply budget and fis-
cal control processes to the plan. This 
process is directed toward costs associ-
ated with carrying out the planned de-
velopment. When plans are developed, 
the financial condition of all areas cov-
ered under the plan should be fully rec-
ognized and planned development 
should realistically reflect the area’s 
immediate and long-range financial ca-
pabilities. 

(f) The extent to which public serv-
ices and facilities need to be improved 
to achieve the economic development 
and quality of life goals of the plan. At 
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